Previously unappreciated carotid artery stenosis diagnosed by cone beam computerized tomography.
Stroke is the third leading cause of death in the western world. Calcification noted on cone beam computerized tomography, frequently used to evaluate the maxillofacial structures for extent of tumor, trauma, and implant placement, may indicate atherosclerotic disease in the carotid artery. Internal carotid artery stenosis is a recognized risk factor for stroke; multiple, large randomized controlled trials have demonstrated a decreased risk of stroke after repair of the stenotic artery. Recognition of calcified carotid artery plaque, on cone beam computerized tomography during the course of surgical care may offer the opportunity for stroke risk reduction.